
November 12, 2013 
 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
I would like to share the article I wrote regarding the aftermath of Typhoon Haiyan. 
There has been tremendous grief over the loss of thousand of lives. Thank you for kind 
thoughts you have all extended. Please remember us in your prayers and the people of 
VietNam as well, who also was ravaged by the storm. 
 
Article here: 
 
Finally, the Philippines is in the process of rebuilding after the supertyphoon Haiyan 
(#Yolanda) hit the country. The region of Eastern and Central Visayas particularly the 
provinces of Leyte, Samar, Iloilo, Negros, Aklan, Antique, Capiz, Cebu and Palawan 
were the hardest hit of the storm. These affected areas will show cities and towns that 
has been totally devastated and wiped out close to the description of ground zero. At 
the turn of these events, there has been lots of help pouring in from almost 33 countries 
providing humanitarian help through doctors, nurses and the military (marines, navy, 
airforce) augmenting retrieval and rescue assistance.  
 
There were preparations conducted before Haiyan made its landfall. Communities 
especially those near the coastal areas were already being evacuated three days before 
the typhoon would pass through the region. However, the typhoon was just too 
enormous and strong. When the eye of the storm hit Leyte and the peripheral provinces, 
the winds destroyed most of the structures and properties, blowing off roofs and literally 
bulldozing houses to pulp. What added to the further destruction was the storm surge 
sending a 15th feet of water from the ocean rushing through mainland to engulf the 
islands killing throngs people now estimated at 10,000. Water gushed in at an instant 
that washed away structures, evacuation centers and other buildings. Electricity, water, 
basic necessities and gas is now scarce. The roads are littered with corpses. Cell sites 
and internet connection are down. 
 
There have been painful memories for survivors who have been helpless due to the 
onslaught of the typhoon seeing family members die and properties destroyed. Many of 
them continue to look for family members since Thursday – November 7, 2013.  
 
There has been mobilization of relief goods and medicines through the aid of 
volunteers. Towns in the outskirts of the affected different provinces in the Visayas  
region clamor for water and ready to eat foods. The people during the last 5 days due to 
hunger and lack of food have forcibly opened warehouses and shopping malls to be 
able to find something to eat in order to alleviate starvation. People walk for several 
hours a day to scavenge for water and food. The cry for help has been deafening. 
 
The media people from both local and foreign outfits have documented the event by 
recording the situation before and after the landfall of the typhoon and the rebuilding 



process. We will see in the television where people are interviewed to relay to their 
relatives that they are alive, that they have buried family members, that they continue to 
plea for continued help. The rescue and retrieval, the clearing of the roads, the peace 
and order are slowly returning in these devastated areas albeit slowly. We hope and 
pray that it hastens its pace in the coming days.  
 
I have lost contact with friends from Leyte and Cebu who have received donation of 
ostomy appliances. The Department of Health has their hands full since most medical 
personnel of the provinces has not reported for work while hospitals there are closing 
due to lack of medicines and the continuous healthcare for the sick that received injuries 
during the storm. 
 
It will be a bleak Christmas this year for those affected but we look forward with hope 
that all will be well. 
 
By Ronaldo Lora 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 


